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> REMAN

Urban sociology is the study of how cities shape social life and takes the spatial context into

account when trying to understand human behaviour. This course will introduce students to the

core writing in the field of urban sociology and discusses different perspectives on urban and

regional development. More specificaly, topics will include neighbourhoods and neighbourhood

effects, local social networks and communities, collective action, and immigrant and minority

groups in cities. This course wil take an international approach to urban sociology, discussing

literature from all over the world, including the US, Europe, and China.
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Classical urban sociology

McKenzie, R.D. (1924). The Ecological Approach to the Study of the Human
Community. American Journal of Sociology, 30, 287-301. Wirth, L. (1938). Urbanism
as a Way of Life. American Journal of Sociology, 44(1), 1-24.

Development of urban sociology

Gottdiener, M. & Feagin, J. (1988). The Paradigm Shift in Urban Sociology. Urban
Affairs Quarterly, 24(2), 163-187. Walton, J. (1993). Urban Sociology: The
Contribution and Limits of Political Economy. Annual Review of Sociology, 19,
301-320.

Social networks

Lin, N., Ensel, W. & Vaughn, J. (1981). Social Resources and Strength of Ties:
Structural factors in occupational attaionment. American Sociological Review, 46:
393-405. Portes, A. (1998). Social capital. Its origins and application modern sociology.
Annual Review of Sociology, 24: 1-24.

Community

Fischer, C. (1995). The Subcultural Theory of Urbanism: A Twentieth-Year
Assessment. American Journal of Sociology, 101(3), 543-577. Wellman, B. (1979). The
community question. The intimate networks of East Yorkers. American Journal of
Sociology, 85(5), 1201-1231.




Immigration and ethnic minorities

Liu, Y., Li, Z, & Breitung, W. (2012). The social networks of new-generation migrants
in China’s urbanized villages: A case study of Guangzhou. Habitat International, 36(1),
192-200. Zhou, M. & Bankston, C.L. (1994). Social capital and the adaptation of the
second generation: The case of Vietnamese youth in New Orleans. International
Migration Review, 821-845.

Segregation and inequality

Jencks, C. & Mayer, S.E. (1990). The social consequences of growing up in a poor
neighbourhood. In: Lynn, L.E. & McGeary, M.G.H. (eds.), Inner-city poverty in the
United States. Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press (pp 111-186). Wilson, W.J.
(1987). The Truly Disadvantaged. Chicago: University of Chicago Press (Chapter 2).

Social disorganization and crime

Sampson, R. & Byron Groves, W. (1989). Community Structure and Crime: Testing
Social-Disorganization Theory. American Journal of Sociology, 94(4), 774-802.
Wikstrom, P.O.H. & Loeber, R. (2000). Do disadvantaged neighborhoods cause
well-adjusted children to become adolescent delinquents? A study of male juvenile
serious offending, individual risk and protective factors, and neighborhood context.
Criminology, 38(4), 1109-1142.

Neighbourhood effects

Galster, G.C. (2012). The mechanism(s) of neighbourhood effects: Theory, evidence,
and policy implications. In: van Ham et al., Neighbourhood effects research: New
perspectives. Dordrecht: Springer (pp 23-56). Sharkey, P. & Faber, J.W. (2014). Where,
when, why, and for whom do residential contexts matter? Moving away from the
dichotomous understanding of neighborhood effects. Annual Review of Sociology, 40,
559-579.




