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State-building
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Revisiting some of the foundational texts on state-building, this course will
examine the processes that produced the modern state in the region where it first
appeared, Western Europe. We will then analyze attempts to transplant this singular
institutional innovation to Eastern Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and East
Asia. We will address the following questions: what is the modern state? In what
historical circumstances did it originate? Can state-builders in late-developing nations
reproduce the institutional forms of the modern state, or are these institutions inevitably
altered in transit? When does state-building fail and why?
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