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This course introduces students to the politics, economies and societies of Southeast Asia. Emphasis is placed on
countries’ colonial and post-colonial histories, the evolution of political systems, states’ foreign policies,
economies, and state-society dynamics. The course will also address China’s interests and involvement in the

region.
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The major goal of the course is to make students master the politics, economies and societies of Southeast Asia.
Emphasis is placed on countries’ colonial and post-colonial histories, the evolution of political systems, states’
foreign policies, economies, and state-society dynamics. The course will also address China’s interests and
involvement in the region.
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Understand Southeast Asia’s countries’ colonial and post-colonial histories, the evolution of political

systems, states’ foreign policies, economies, and state-society dynamics.
Look at China’s interests and involvement in the region.
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Each course will have two hours of lecture and an hour of discussion based on a number of questions asked
by the instructor and students about lecture content. In our discussions, we will compare political systems,
foreign policies, economies, state-society dynamics from one country to another and look for answers as to

why those have varied over time.
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No weekly readings are required in this course, but the content of lectures is dense, and a good understanding

of it is necessary to do well on the exams.
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The course will have one mid-term and a final exam. Each will count for 50% of the final grade. The
structure of both exams will be the same, with a mix of multiple-choice questions, conceptual or historical
questions requiring a short answer, and a question requiring writing a short essay. The date, time and location of

exams will be communicated to students in due time.
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Myanmar

Week 1: 2 March

The lecture will be on Myanmar’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial

development.

Week 2: 9 March

The lecture will be on Myanmar’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
Week 3: 16 March

The lecture will be on Myanmar’s political transition and post-transition politics, economy and society.
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Recommended readings/fE 17 15
Nakanishi, Yoshihiro. 2013. Strong Soldiers, Failed Revolution: The State and Military in Burma, 1962-88.

National University of Singapore Press.

Indonesia
Week 4: 23 March

The lecture will be on Indonesia’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial

development.

Week 5: 30 March

The lecture will be on Indonesia’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
Week 6: 6 April

The lecture will be on Indonesia’s transition and post-transition politics, economy and society.
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Recommended readings/#E 77 15:
Vickers, Adrian. 2014. A History of Modern Indonesia. Cambridge University Press.

Singapore



Week 7: 13 April

The lecture will be on Singapore’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial

development.
Week 8: 20 April

The lecture will be on Singapore’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
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Recommended readings/fE 7 15
Turnbull, C. M. 2020. 4 History of Modern Singapore. National University of Singapore Press.

Weiss, Meredith. 2020. The Roots of Resilience: Party Machines and Grassroots Politics in Singapore and

Malaysia. National University of Singapore Press.

Spring Quarter Examination

Week 9: 27 April
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Malaysia
Week 10: 4 May

The lecture will be on Malaysia’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial
development.

Week 11: 11 May
The lecture will be on Malaysia’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
Week 12: 18 May

The lecture will be on Malaysia’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
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Recommended readings/HfE 77 13-
Andaya Watson, Barbara. 2017. 4 History of Malaysia. Springer.

Weiss, Meredith. 2020. The Roots of Resilience: Party Machines and Grassroots Politics in Singapore and
Malaysia. National University of Singapore Press.

Thailand
Week 13: 25 May

The lecture will be on Thailand’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial

development.
Week 14: 1 June

The lecture will be on Thailand’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
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Recommended readings/#E 77 15:
Wyatt, David K. 2003. Thailand: A Short History. Yale University Press.

Vietnam
Week 15: 8 June

The lecture will be on Vietnam’s politics and society under colonial rule and in its early post-colonial

development.

Week 16: 15 June



The lecture will be on Vietnam’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
Week 17: 22 June

The lecture will be on Vietnam’s late post-colonial politics, economy and society.
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Recommended reading/{fE 77 13-

Kiernan, Ben. 2019. Viet Nam: A History from Earliest Times to the Present. Oxford University Press.

Summer Quarter Examination

Week 18: 29 June
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