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Course description:

According to American Sociologist Neil Fligstein, teaching theory is a difficult task.
Individual faculty members can choose what they think is important to teach. They
can

choose texts that they like and ignore texts they do not deem relevant. Berkeley
sociology is strong in theory, however, the theory courses taught by Burawoy and
Fligstein are almost complete different. We have eight weeks, due to time limitation,
the texts chosen for this course are out of the following consideration. In the first
week we will discuss several questions, what is theory? what is theory for? What do
sociologists mean by theories? What is the relationship between the theories and
sociological discourse? What are the culture and politics behind the theories and
discourse? How to understand, use and criticize Western sociological theories? How
to take a foothold in China to develop sociological theories? How to theorize an
academic paper? In the following seven weeks the course will introduce and discuss
the following theories, including Goffman’s theory (dramaturgical theory,
stigmatizing theory and framework analysis), Beck’s risk society theory, Giddens’
structuration theory, Bourdieu’s theory (cultural capital, and field theory), social
network analysis and institutional theory. The questions in the first week will go
through the study of each theory. The texts include classical theories and empirical
papers which applied those theories in research.



This course aims to improve students’ ability in applying the theories to analyze social
phenomenon and do social research in a critical way, and inspire students’ impulse
and imagination in developing their own research projects and theories. This course
will be mainly taught in Chinese.
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