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This seminar introduces graduate students to the concept of the state, theories of modern state
formation, theories of variation in state capacity, and perspectives on the impact of
globalisation on the state.

Course requirements

Our sessions will centre on discussions on assigned weekly readings. Readings are meant to
speak to each other, either by building upon each other’s theories or contradicting one
another. Students will be asked to identify scholars’ arguments and talk about how they
support their argument empirically. Seminars are meant at developing students’ ability to
think critically about the material they read. They are thus strongly encouraged to think about
readings’ main contributions and the limits of their theories, where applicable.

Students are required to do all the readings before attending class. Active participation is
essential to doing well in this course.

Final Grade
Two assignments

Students are required to write a critical review of weekly readings of their choice twice. Each
review is worth 45% of the final grade. All weekly readings listed on the syllabus should be
reviewed in one essay. Essays should not exceed ten double-space pages. Reviews should: 1)
summarise scholars’ argument; 2) emphasise their empirical, theoretical and/or
methodological contributions and limits; and 3) say how readings relate to one another. They
might for instance build upon each other’s argument or challenge one another. If so, in what
way?

Presentations

Every week, students should team up to present the material to be discussed in class.
Presentations should be no more than 20 minutes, and should introduce scholars’ research
questions, arguments, and talk about the strengths and weaknesses of their contributions.

Participation

Participation is worth 10% of the final grade. Students should attend every class and actively
take part in weekly discussions.
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